Effect of SV40 infection on [3H]uridine incorporation.
More [3H]uridine was incorporated into RNA of SV40-infected than into uninfected cells 31 h after infection. When the specific activity of the uridine triphosphate pools in infected and uninfected cells was equated by the addition of appropriate amounts of exogenous unlabelled uridine, no difference in the rate of [3H]uridine incorporation into RNA was observed. Although no difference in [3H]uridine entry or phosphorylation was demonstrable, the apparently smaller pools of endogenous RNA precursors in infected cells resulted in less isotope dilution and thus to synthesis of uridine triphosphate and RNA of higher specific activity.